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the prospects once again bright for India, we ought, each and everyone of us,
to remembtr the eloquent and moving appeal made by His Royal Highness the
Duke of Connaught in 1921, " to bury ^ along with the dead past the mistakes
and misunderstandings of the past, to forgive where you have to forgive, and to
join hands and to work together to realise the hopes that arise from to-day," and
thus bring about, in His Excellency the Viceroy's words u the touch that
carries with it heating and health ' by which we may all contribute to the good of
a greater India and of the Empire."
Maharaja   Patiala   on   Rulers'   Claims.
The following is the text of the speech delivered by H. H. the Maharaja of
Patiala at the Rajendra Gymkhana Club, Patiala on the 2Oth November 1929 on
the occasion of his birthday celebration. Speaking on the Viceroy's recent
announcement the Maharaja said :—
I could have anticipated myself in this and done so much earlier through
the different vehicles of communication open to me, but I prefer ed to wait
in order to give deep thought to that remarkable utterance. I realise that whaf
I say would probably be read as coming from one who combines in himselt
a triple capacity as the Ruler of Patiala, the Chancellor of the Chamber of
Princes and as a true friend of the British Government. These various capaci-
ties are in no sense exclusive. On the contrary, they overlap and are intimately
related with each other. In each and all of those capacities I welcome His
Excellency's pronouncement as timely and statesmanlike* Even as far as it
goes—and it could not very well have gone further—it announces a step, the
essential first step, towards the ultimate solution of India's pressing constitu-
tional problem, I say it without hesitation and without fear of contradiction
that our mother country owes to Lord Jrwin a deep debt for securing that there
shall be a Round Table Conference between His Majesty's Government in
England and all the different Indian interests. Our sense of gratitude to him
is infinitely deepened when we realise, as we all should duly realise, the stead-
fastness of purpose, the sincerity of conviction and the persuasive advocacy
which JHUs Excellency must have felt called upon to demonstrate in the present
condition of party politics m England to enable himself to make such an
announcement, and I would express the fervent hope that nothing further
would occur to mar the very favourable effect which this pronouncement has
already had in this country.
Speaking as a patriotic Indian, I also venture to say that Lord Irwin has
created a favourable opportunity for the early honourable realisation of India's
legitimate political aspirations through the only effective and the surest means
of friendly negotiation. From the point of view of my ownself as a Ruler and
of the Princes generally I feel myself warranted in affirming that by ensuring
the association of the Princes of India with the indispensable negotiations
promised, he has done much to put heart into a body which while remaining
staunch to the British connection has not felt itself the gainer for its unflagging
fidelity. In British India opinion on this point could not be without exception
united. There was bound to be some variety of view, some difference of opinion.
It is no ^wonder that some people should have scented danger in our associ-
ation, but I think I am correctly representing the public mind when I say that
the phrase " neither can afford to ignore tbe other " embodies the mutual feelings
of .British India and the States. To those who feel justified in distrusting
our association I would merely say that the Princes were never willing, and if
it were possible they are less so to-day, to submit to being employed as tools
or levers to retard the progress towards the destined goal of their brethren
outside their own territories.
British India is asking for Dominion Status.   I speak with due diffidence,
but so far as I understand  the matter,  that phrase has now always carried
^-.8?Pe ^ifaty   defined  connotation.   It meant one thing  before the  Great
war,It means something else to-day.   Things evolve in  the  passage of time.'
Thcfj have to, they m#st be allowed to.

